Notes
the parts being joined by wooden pins. It was maintained in
this state as a sacred duty and committed to the care of the
priests, the reason being that it acted in effect as a drawbridge,
and could be easily taken to pieces on an emergency.
56. Janiculum. A hill on the right bank of the Tiber: not
one of the seven hills of the city, but fortified and garrisoned as
a bulwark against the Etruscans.
87. Captain of the Gate. Placed in charge of the bridge.
92. the ashes of his fathers. The Romans at this early period
did not practise cremation. Macaulay, however, probably
means by 'ashes* the remains of the ancestors, which they would
guard from insult.
103. Ramnian. The earliest-known division of the patrician
families of Rome was into three, called respectively theRamnes,
Tides, and Luceres. These are thought to correspond with the
original Roman, Sabine, and Etruscan elements of the popula-
tion. As each of the heroes belonged to a different tribe, Horatius
must have been a Lucerian, and therefore of Etruscan origin.
119. harness. Armour, equipment.
122.  Commons.   The plebs or plebeians, the lower orders of
Rome, who were sharply distinguished from the patricians. In
early days they enjoyed very few privileges.
123.  crow. A crow-bar, i.e. an iron bar with a beak, used for
leverage.
146. Tifernum. An Umbrian town on the Tiber.
149. Ilva. The island of Elba, then, as now, rich in iron,
which was shipped to Populonia on the mainland.
151. Vassal, Dependant.
154. Nequinum. Now Narni, strongly posted on a precipitous
cliff above the Nar, which half encircles it. The Nar is a tribu-
tary of the Tiber, called 'albus* by Virgil on account of its pale
sulphureous waters.
164. Falerii. Now Civita Castellana. It stands on a tribu-
tary of the Tiber about 40 miles to the north of Rome, and is
given as one of the Twelve Cities.
166. Urgo. Otherwise known as Gorgon, a barren island
between Italy and Corsica, of small extent and rocky formation.
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